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Introduction:
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Figure 1: Schematic of Blood Pressure and Pulse Recordings.
Figure 2: Chest x-ray demonstrating cardiomegaly.
Figure 3: Aortic angiogram demonstrating interruption and collateral vessels 
(arrows).
Figure 4: Interruption in the aortic arch (arrow) is noted distal to the left 
subclavian artery.
Figure 5: Significant collateralization is noted from the internal mammary to 
































to	the	left	subclavian	artery.	(Figures 4 & 5)
Discussion:
•		Surgical	intervention	is	high-risk	in	this	patient	due	to	the	difficulty	in	
achieving	hemostasis	due	to	massively	enlarged	intercostal	arteries.
•		However,	he	subsequently	underwent	unremarkable	aortic	valve	replacement	
with	plans	for	future	aortic	arch	replacement.	
•		Previous	surgical	approaches	have	included	1	or	2	stage	repairs1,	though	two	
stage	repair	has	been	advocated	in	one	study	with	repair	of	the	aortic	valve.2
•		Consideration	should	also	be	given	to	extra-anatomic	bypass3	of	which	
ventral	aortic	repair	has	been	shown	to	have	good	outcomes.4
•		Interrupted	aortic	arch	is	a	rare	condition,	however	association	with	aortic	
arch	dilation	and	aortic	insufficiency	seems	to	be	even	less	frequent.	
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